Document 1

Coins, Currency and Bureaucracy
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Abbasid Caliphate
Al-Saffah or Al-Mansur
Cites Governor of Aleppo
Salih b. Ali (752-765 AD)
Khaznat Halab (Aleppo) mint
Fals, copper, 20 mm.
In AD 698 the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik (Umayyad Dynasty, 685-705) radically changed the way coins looked. All pictorial designs were removed and replaced with inscriptions to meet the Muslim prohibition against graven images.
The Umayyad family moved the capital of the empire to Damascus (Syria) from Medina (Arabia).  They adopted the administrative practices of the Sassanid Empire (later Persians- today’s Iran) and the Byzantines (Eastern half of the Roman Empire).  Arab Muslims were favored to get government jobs and Arabic became the language of the government.  Unfortunately this did create resentment amongst non-Arab Muslims.  
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Document 2

The collection of documents from the Cairo Geniza (traditional Jewish archives in Egypt) shows that

Jewish merchants of the ninth to eleventh centuries prized command (knowledge) of Arabic to aid them in long-distance trade. Contracts and business partnerships between Jews and Muslims or Christians were common.

Document 3
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Muslims spread transportation technology.

• Camel: Arab and Muslim conquerors of North Africa brought the one-humped camel and the efficient North Arabian saddle to expand trans-Saharan trade. The camel made it possible for people from the southern Sahara to establish contacts with the people of the northern Sahara.  This led to the spread of Islam to lands south of the Saharan Desert. 
[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.png]apan

Fuesi oan

onstor Bt owin

Svamernosoon

Soa 8 MADAGASCAR




• Dhow: Lateen (triangular-shaped) sail on boat of sewn (The wood is not nailed, but tied together) hull used extensively by Arab sailors throughout the Indian Ocean region.  The technology of the Lateen sail was borrowed from Indian and Southeast Asian merchants. Lateen sails could use the winds of the monsoons to go north in the summer and south in the winter. Dhows went up and down the coast of East Africa, and from the Red Sea to the "Spice Islands" of Indonesia, and to Southeast Asia. 
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LOOK AT THE MONSOON WIND PATTERNS BELOW
Cartography: Knowledge of the monsoon wind patterns and map making recorded in books supported by Islamic governments (mostly the Caliphates).


Astrolabe:  Muslim sailors used equipment such as the astrolabe to help them on their journeys. The astrolabe was used to read the position of the stars and planets. In this way, they could read their position on the sea in terms of latitude. These astrolabes were a great scientific achievement of the Muslims. In the fourteenth century the Muslims also used the compass which was first invented by the Chinese. This also helped them travel even without the sun or stars to guide them.  These inventions also helped Muslim sailors find the direction of Mecca for prayer times.  


Document 4

Excerpt from The Travels of Ibn Jubayr, trans. R. J. C. Broadhurst (London: Jonathan Cape

1952), 105-121. Ibn Jubayr was a Muslim from Spain who made the hajj in 1184 CE.

From all parts produce is brought to it, and it is the most prosperous of countries in its fruits,

useful requisites, commodities, and commerce. And although there is no commerce save in the

pilgrim period, nevertheless, since people gather in it from east and west, there will be sold in

one day, apart from those that follow, precious objects such as pearls, sapphires, and other

stones, various kinds of perfume such as musk, camphor, amber and aloes, Indian drugs and

other articles brought from India and Ethiopia, the products of the industries of 'Iraq and the

Yemen, as well as the merchandise of Khurasan, the goods of the Maghrib, and other wares such

as it is impossible to enumerate or correctly assess. Even if they were spread over all lands, brisk

markets could be set up with them and all would be filled with the useful effects of commerce.

All this is within the eight days that follow the pilgrimage, and exclusive of what might suddenly

arrive throughout the year from the Yemen and other countries. Not on the face of the world are

there any goods or products but that some of them are in Mecca at this meeting of the pilgrims.

This blessing is clear to all, and one of the miracles that God has worked in particular for this

city.

Document 5

The Geographical Encyclopedia of Yaqut al-Hamawi (1179-1229) included a section about

Baghdad under the Abbasids, c. 1000 CE :

“The long wide estrades [platforms] at the different gates of the city were used by the

citizens for gossip and recreation or for watching the flow of travelers and country folk

into the capital. The different nationalities in the capital had each a head officer to

represent their interests with the government, and to whom the stranger could appeal for

counsel or help. http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1000baghdad.html
• In 1442, a Persian Muslim diplomat, described Calicut (a port city on the west Indian coast)

as a place where there were no restrictions on foreign merchants bringing goods from

throughout the Indian Ocean trade network. Arab-speaking captains and merchants were

treated the same as Hindu merchants by the Hindu ruler of Calicut.

Document 6
Between 1328 and 1330, Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan Muslim legal scholar and judge (qadi) traveled to the trading city of Kilwa on the East African coast.  In the 1330s, Ibn Battuta observed the sultan in Kilwa, Sultan Abu al-Muzaffar Hasan:
“A man of great humility, he sits with poor brethren, and eats with them, and greatly

respects men of religion and noble descent. He used to devote the fifth part of the booty

made on his expeditions to pious and charitable purposes, as is prescribed in the Koran,

and I have seen him give the clothes off his back to a poor religious homeless man who

asked him for them.

On the Muslim ruler of Mali in Sudanic West Africa, Ibn Battuta had this to say:

"I stood before the sultan and said to him, 'I have indeed traveled in the lands of the

world. I have met their kings. I have been in your country four months and you have

given me no hospitality and not given me anything. What shall I say about you before the

Sultans?"

Then the Sultan ordered a house for me in which I stayed and he fixed an allowance for

me…He was gracious to me at my departure, to the extent of giving me one hundred

mitqals of gold."

Document 7

Philosophers in the Islamic world enjoyed broad access to Greek thought, according to Adam Adamson, a professor of philosophy at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. As Adamson recently wrote, “In 10th-century Baghdad, readers of Arabic had about the same degree of access to Aristotle that readers of English do today.”

As Adamson explains, “[f]rom late antiquity to the rise of Islam, Greek had survived as a language of intellectual activity among Christians, especially in Syria.” He describes how aristocrats in the Abbasid court engineered “a well-funded translation movement” in the second half of the eighth century to record and safeguard Greek works of science and philosophy in Arabic.

These efforts spanned the Islamic world, as far as Andalucia, Spain, helping to preserve and ultimately re-introduce the works to Europeans in the Middle Ages. In reviewing a recent book celebrating the achievements of early Muslims for 1843 Magazine, Nicolas Pelham, The Economist’s Middle East correspondent, notes that “without the 12th-century rationalist, Ibn Rushd (Averroes of Cordoba), whose defense of Aristotelian philosophy against orthodox theologians influenced people like Thomas Aquinas, the Enlightenment might never have happened.”

Adam Adamson is a professor of philosophy at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. 
Extra Stuff

the West African kingdom of Ghana:

"The city of Ghana consists of two towns situated on a plain. One of these towns, which

is inhabited by Muslims, is large and possesses twelve mosques in one of which they

assemble for the Friday prayer. There are salaried imams and muezzins, as well as jurists

and scholars. The king's town is six miles distant from this one. . . . The king has a palace

and a number of domed dwellings all surrounded with an enclosure like a city wall.

Around the king's town are domed buildings and groves and thickets where the sorcerers

of these people, men in charge of the religious cult, live. In them too are their idols and

the tombs of their kings."

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/4chapter1.shtml

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/4chapter3.shtml

Muslim government protected trade and property for merchants.

• In his eleventh-century work A Guide to the Merits of Commerce Abu al-Fadl Ja’far bin ‘Ali

ad-Dimashqi wrote about Damascus:

“There are three kinds of merchants: he who travels, he who stocks, he who exports.

Their trade is carried out in three ways: cash sale with a time limit for delivery, purchase

on credit with payments by installment, and muqaradah (in Islamic law a contract in

which one individual entrusts capital to a merchant for investment in trade in order to

receive a share of the profits). The investor bears all of the financial risks; the managing

party risks his labor.”

His coins gave pride of place to a version of the kalima, or

declaration of faith, ('There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the messenger of Allah'),

which was written across the obverse. The inscriptions also include the date, mint, and name

of the ruler. This coin style became the standard for almost all coins produced by Muslim

rulers throughout the Eastern Hemisphere.

• In the Red Sea port of Aqaba, archaeologists found at the eleventh century street levels a

cloth sack full of gold coins, 32 dinars, possibly left by a hajj pilgrim trying to escape an

attack on the city. Three of the coins appear to have been minted in North Africa. Others

were gold coins probably minted at Sijilmasa, a Moroccan town on the northern edge of the

Sahara.

Five Pillars of Islam: hospitality to travelers and annual hajj created regular routes

• A Muslim interpreter who went on several of the Ming voyages led by the Chinese Muslim

admiral, Cheng He, noticed that the Muslim king of Malacca improved trade by building a

bridge over a stream near the royal palace and constructing twenty booths for sale of all kinds

of goods. Harry J. Benda and John A. Larkin, The World of Southeast Asia: Selected

Historical Readings (New York: Harper & Row, 1967), 14-15.

• Between 1328 and 1330, Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan Muslim legal scholar and judge (qadi)

traveled to Mogadishu, a very large East African port city dependent on trade. He wrote in

his travel memoir a description of trade in Mogadishu:

“When a boat comes in the harbor, young men sail their small dhows out to the larger

trade ships and offer fresh food on platters. The Mogadishu men invite the foreign

merchants to their homes and arrange to sell their imported goods. They also take charge

of buying local goods for the foreign merchants to take with them.”

• In the 1330s, Ibn Battuta observed the sultan in Kilwa in on the East African coast. On the

Sultan Abu al-Muzaffar Hasan:
• Al-Hassan ibn-Muhammad al-Wazzan al-Fasi, better known as Leo Africanus, was probably

born in the 1460s in Granada, the last Muslim state in Spain, but he was raised in Fez in

Morocco. Educated in Islamic law, he entered the service of the sultan of Fez, who sent him

on commercial and diplomatic missions across sub-Saharan West Africa. During one such

mission, he was captured by Christian pirates and brought to Rome in 1518, where Pope Leo

X persuaded him to accept Christianity. In 1526, while in Rome, he completed in Italian his

History and Description of Africa, probably based on an earlier version he had written in

Arabic. About Mali, he wrote:

”Here are many craftsmen and merchants in all places: and yet the king honorably

entertains all strangers. The inhabitants are rich and have plenty of merchandise. Here is a

great number of temples, clergymen, and teachers, who read their lectures in the mosques

because they have no colleges at all. The people of the region excel all other Negroes in

wit, civility, and industry, and were the first that embraced the law of Muhammad. . . .”

About Timbuktu, he wrote: “All its houses are . . . cottages, built of mud and covered

with thatch. However, there is a most stately mosque to be seen, whose walls are made of

stone and lime, and a princely palace also constructed by the highly skilled craftsmen of

Granada. Here there are many shops of artisans and merchants, especially of those who

weave linen and cotton, and here Barbary merchants bring European cloth. The

inhabitants, and especially resident aliens, are exceedingly rich, since the present king

married both of his daughters to rich merchants.”

Almoravids of Spain�'Ali b. Yusuf (1106-42 AD)�With heir, Sir (1128-38 AD)�Qirat, silver, 11 mm.





Trans-Saharan Trade Routes that require use of a camel





This map of the world was made by Moroccan cartographer al-Idrisi for King Roger of Sicily in the year 1154. South is up in this representation.
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